
Local Councils in England

Annual return
for the vear ended 31 March 2005

fioR I OW ^.1 couNcruu€srlrlc

Section 1 - The statement of accounts
In completing the boxes below please explain any significant variances, including any difference between
Box 7 and Box 8, on a separate sheet and send this to the external auditor together with a copy of your
bank reconciliation as at 31 N4arch 2005. See page 6 and the Practrtlbners' Gulde for guidance.

31 March
2004
r

31 March
2005

e

Please round all fisures to nearest €. Do not l€av€ any
box€s blank and r€port t0 or Nil balances. All fsur€s
must agree to the council's undedyins financial records
for th€ lElevant year.

1 Balances brought 6] .373 6 1 3  L o
Toial balances and res€rues at the beginning of tle y€ar as
recorded n the colra 's fir€ncal €cords.

2 {+)Annual I l t  ) o o le3 Soo
Total amount of D€ceoi i.6me @ered in il€ vear

3 (+)Total oiher 6 q 3 s ( 3g  e+a
Total ncome or receipts as Ecorded in the cashbook mnus

4 C) Siafi costs

8+333 816{o
Tot€l oa€nditure or pal,ments made to ard on betElt of al counci
erndoy€€s. lFclude salares and $€g€s PAYE and N {€npoyess
and emp q,ss), p€r'6lon contnhjlio.rs and €laied exp€rE€s.

5 O Loan nler€sv Tolal exp€ndiure or pa)nrerts ol captal and ini€€si made
during the y€ar on the courri's hono\irings (if ariy).

6 ( )Tola olher t g t  r  t 1 Tolal erc€ndltn€ or parnaris €s r€corded n {re cashbook nrinus
staf cosls (line 4) ard loar inte6vcaprtal rep4,n'erls 1l ne 5).

7 (=) Balances
o t  s  b  o Ea333

Total baances and €se^€s at the end of lhe y€ar. (Musi €qual
{r+2€ (a+5+6)

8 Total cash &
/ L l s0 * 7 8 o  t

Th€ sum of all cunent and deposi bank accounts, cash
ho d ngs and invesin€nis held as ai 31 [,,larch - to agi€e witl

I Tota fxed assais
q 7 o  1 1 o91o-t +'o

'T}le €corded curreni book \€lue ai 31 March of al fxed asseis
o\ ared by the council ard ariy odrer ong ierm asseis e.g. oar's

l0 Tota bonowings Th6 oL,tsiaridlng capial b€lance as at 31 Ma,'ch of all loans fiom
thkd paires (lnclud ng PWLB).

I certify that the statement of accounts contained
in this annual return presents fairly the financial
position of the council and its income and
expenditure, or properly presents receipts and
payments, as the case may be, for the year
ended 31 N4arch 2005.

I confirm that these accounts were approved by
the council and recorded as council minute

t +reference:

Date

Date

I o

Financial

t 3
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Chair of meeting approving council's



Section 2 - Statement of assurance
We acknow{edge as the members of H O K L 6 -fo vt COUNC UMEETiH€

our responsibility for the preparation of the statement of accounts and for the council's internal
controls, and confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with respect to the council's statement
of accounts for the year ended 31 N4arch 2005 in section 1, thatl

This Statement of Assurance is approved bV the council and recorded as council minute reterence

i we have approved the statemenl of accounis which has
be€n prepared n accordance w th the requ rements oT the
Accounts ancl ALrd I Regu at ons and proper practices. )6S

prepareC ts siatement of accounts n the
way prescf oeo Dy aw

2 we have mantaned an adeqLrate sysiem of niernal conirol
ncLud ng measures desgned to prev€nt and deteci iraud
and corrupton and revewed ts effectjveness )€s

maoe proper arranqemenrs ano accepreo
respons biity for safeguardng the pLrb ic
money and resources n is charge

3 we have taken a I reasonab e steps to assure olrrselves
ihai there are no matters of actualor potent a non
complance wlh aws, reguaions and codes of practce

wh ch colr d have a signifcant lnanc a efleci on the ab liy
ol the counclto conduct its busness or on its inances.

l 6 S

has ony done thngs that t has the ega
power lo do and has conformed to codes
oi pracilce and standards in the way t has

4 we have prov ded proper opporiln ty ior ihe exercis€ of
€ eciors rghts n accordance wth the requ.em€nts oi the
Accounts and Aud t Reguations. )€s

has gven al persons nterested ihe
opporiLrn iy io nspect ancl ask qlestions
aboLrt the coLrnd 's accounts

5 we have carred out an assessment of the rsks fac n9 the
.o.n d d - " t . -  .pp opr€,6 s,eps to -ondaa o.-
rsks, ncluding the intrcduct on of nlefna confro s and/or
exlernal nsurance cover where requ r-.d

cons dered the fnancLaLand other risks t
faces n the operation ofthe oounoi and
has deat wth them prope y

6 we have mantaned an adequate and eifective syslem of
internal aud I of the counc ls accountng records and

Yrc

arranged lor a competent person
jndependeft ofthe fnanca contro s and
procedures. to gve an oblect ve vew on
wheiher these meet the needs of the

7 we have taken what we oons der to b€ appropriaie action
on a rnatlers rasad n previous reports frcm the Interna
and exlema audlors.

) E 5
has iaken approp ate ac|on in rcsponse to
matiers brought io ts aitenion by auditors

I we hav€ considered whether any lt gat on ab tes or
commitments, events or lransactons, occurrng either
durng or after the year end, have a fnanc a nrpaci on the
councland, where approprate have nc lded them nthe
siatement oT accoLrnts

)€s
dscosed eveMhing i shoulcihave abou
ts busness du ng the year nc udlng
evenls takng pace after the year end i

C I dated

Signed on behalf of l . tDR L4I  l  ow COUNC ILfiqEEfING

DateSigned by:

Signed by:

Chair

Clerk

Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No'

response that has been giveni and describe what action is being taken to address the
weaknesses identif ied.

o
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Section 3 - External auditor's certificate

Certificate
We certifv that we have completed the audit of the annual return

and opinion

COUNCIUMEETING

Respective responsibilities of the council and the auditor
The council is responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements oi
the Accounts and Audit Regulations and for the preparation of an annual return whichl

. sLrmmarises the council's accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2005; and

. confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are important to our audit responsibilities.

Our responsjbility is to conduct an audit in accordance with guidance issued by the Audit Commission
and, on the basis of our review of the annual return and supporting informalion, to report whether any
matters that come to our attention give cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory
requirements have not been met.

External auditor's reood
(Except for the matters reported below)" on the basis of our review in our opinion the informalion
contained in the annual return is in accordance with the Audil Comm;ssion's requirements and no
matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory
requirements have nol been met. ('delete as appropriate).

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we wish to draw to the attention of the
council/meeting;

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

External aLrdiior's signature

Note: The auditor signing this page has been appointed by the Audit Commission and is reporting
to you that they have caried out and completed all the work that is required of them by law For
further information please refer to the Audit Commission's publication entitled Statemert of
Responsibilities of Local Councils and their Auditots.

for the year ended 31 March 2005.

External auditor's name
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The council's internal audit, acting independently and on the basis of an assessment of risk, has
included carrying out a selective assessment of compliance wilh relevant procedures and controls
expected to be in operation during the financial year ended 31 N/arch 2005.

The internal audit has been canied out in accordance with the council's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in
this table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and, opposite, are the internal audit
conclusions on whethe[ in all significant respects, the following control objectives were being
achieved throughout the financial year lo a standard adequate to meet the needs of the council.

For any oihef isk areas dentil€d byth6 counci (lsianyother skareas
below or on seDarate sheets i neededladeqlate cont.ols existedi

Name of person who carried out the inlernal audltl

Signature of person who carried out the internal audit:

lf the response is 'no' please state the implicalions and action
weakness in control identified (add separate sheets if needed).

A Apprcp ate books of aocoLrnt have been propefy kept througholt the year.

B The counci 's flnarc a regulaUons have been met, payments were supported bv nvoices,
expend ture was approved and VAT was appropriate y accoLrnted for.

C The counci assessed the s gn icant risks to achievng ts oblectives and revewed the
adequaoy ot arrangements 1lr manage these.

D The annua precepi requ rement resLrted from an adequat€ budgetary processi progress
against the budget was reltllarly rnonitoredt and reserues were appropr ate.

E Expected income was tuly receved, based on corcct prces, properly recorded and
prompty bankedt and VAT was approprlatey accoLrnied ior.

F Petty cash payments were propeny sLrppoi(ed by rece pts expend ture was approved
and VAT appropialey accounied for

G Sa ar es to emp oyees and al owances to members wefe pa d n accordance w th colnc
appfovas, and PAYE and N reqliremenis were pfop€rly app ied.

H Assel and investrnents regislefs were comp ete and acclrate and propery ma nlaned.
D -  o d  d  o , " a  - n d  b " n l  "  ' o  r -  o -  l d  o n  ^ - - p o p e ,  . "  e o o r l

Year end accolnts were prepared on the corcct accolnting bass (rece pis &
payments/ncome & expendture) agreed wth cash book, were supporied by an
adequate aL.rdt iral from underyrig records and, where appropraie debtors ancl
crediiors were propery recorded.

, | lem t+s (tsru/@ Nt A<aRer,!,rtrta.Fs t) fuAG F L*AaU

[.freqlv4 acNr"<c,r=5 - - VAil SEE W.|4ED Ee4e.t

Page 5 of 6


