HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL

ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL    


Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Horley Town Council held at the Albert Rooms, Albert Road, Horley on Tuesday 24 June 2014 at 7.30 pm. 


Present:
Councillor Richard Olliver – Chairman & Town Mayor



Councillors R Bethell, J Chapman, M George, M Goldsmith,


K Hagerty, Samantha Marshall, M Miller, D Powell, R Sherwin, 
J Spratt and F Stimpson


Also present:

A Jones
Town Clerk



C Fenton
Deputy Town Clerk




Plus four members of the public (part meeting)

Prior to the start of the meeting, the Chairman congratulated Cllr Powell on establishing a new world record as the oldest recorded person to make a  high altitude tandem parachute jump from 30,000ft and congratulated Cllr Chapman on his recent completion of the London to Brighton Cycle Ride.

C 3547
Apologies and Reasons for Absence


RESOLVED: that the apologies of Cllrs J Baird, Simon Marshall, 

Valerie Marshall and County Cllr K Hammond be accepted, for reasons as specified in the attendance register.  (Cllrs Robinson and Schofield were absent.)  

C 3548

Declarations of Interest & Dispensations 

There were no Declarations of Interest, specific to the meeting, neither were there any requests for Dispensations for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.


RESOLVED:  noted.

C 3549
Public Forum


Members of the public raised their concerns about the condition of the Churchyards.  Members explained that it was the responsibility of the Parochial Church Council to maintain the Church grounds and added that the Town Council had historically given the Church a grant towards the costs involved.  Local resident Jim Williamson, former Chairman of the Churchyards Committee, explained that there was now a lack of structured Committee meetings.  Cllr Powell added that the Town Council had offered to help with the grounds maintenance specification, when quotations were sought for the contract last year, however the Church had not taken any advice.  Consequently the contractor had no proper specification to work to.  Furthermore the contractor was not being properly managed by the Church.  Cllr George said that a suggestion had been made that the old Churchyard be closed and returned to the Borough Council, however the process had never been started.  It was explained that the Church had a duty to bury anyone that died in Horley.  A suggestion had been made that the other Horley churches be approached for a contribution towards burial costs, however this again had not been properly addressed.  It was noted that members of the public had written to Rev Calvert Prentis, highlighting their concerns and had sent a copy of the letter to the Bishop of Southwark. The Chairman thanked the members of the public for their views and hoped that they now felt better informed.
C 3549)
RESOLVED:  noted.


Horley Churchyards – Consideration of Grant Application

 C 3550
Cllr George explained that, until recently, the Town Council had awarded a grant to the Church towards the cost of maintaining the Churchyards, without requiring a grant application, however this year a grant application plus business plan had been requested.  Belatedly the grant application had now arrived, however with no supporting evidence.  Members felt unable to support the application without a full business plan and after further discussion, the following was resolved:

RESOLVED:  

i) that the Church be requested to submit a more detailed grant application, together with a business plan.  (A copy of related correspondence is appended.)
ii) that a decision regarding the application be deferred, pending receipt of more detailed information.

C 3551
RESOLVED:  that the agreed statement from the Town Council be released to the press.  (A copy is appended.)
C 3552
Annual Meeting of the Council, 13 May 2014        


The minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council were presented for confirmation by members and signature by the Chairman of the Council.


RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 13 May 2014, including all confidential items, be approved.

C 3553
Leisure & Amenities Committee, 15 April 2014      


RESOLVED:  that the approved minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee, including all confidential items, be received.

C 3554
Leisure & Amenities Committee, 20 May 2014      


RESOLVED:  that the unapproved minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee, including all confidential items, be received.

C 3555
Finance & General Purposes Committee, 29 April 2014   


RESOLVED:  that the approved minutes of the above meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee, including all confidential items, be received.

C 3556
Finance & General Purposes Committee, 10 June 2014   


RESOLVED:  that the unapproved minutes of the above meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee, including all confidential items, be received.

C 3557
Planning & Development Committee, 6 May 2014        


RESOLVED:  that the approved minutes of the above meeting of the Planning & Development Committee be received.

C 3558
Planning & Development Committee, 3 June 2014        


RESOLVED:  that the unapproved minutes of the above meeting of the Planning & Development Committee be received.

C 3559
Chairman’s Report


The Chairman reported that he had attended the following:


Surrey ALC event at South of England Show (plus Cllrs Mike Miller, Simon Marshall and the Clerk)

Horley Carnival


Open Day at Amherst House


Horley Singers’ Summer Concert


Annual Choral Mattins Service at Guildford Cathedral 

Horley Brownies’ Charity Conga at Waitrose


RESOLVED:  noted.
C 3560
Report from County Councillor


It was noted that Cllr Kay Hammond had sent her apologies for this meeting, however the Deputy Clerk reported that she had suggested that questions or topics be forward ahead of future meetings.

RESOLVED:  noted
C 3561
Resignation of Town Councillor


The Clerk advised that, following no request for a By-Election, the vacancy was to be filled by co-option and had been advertised accordingly.  To date, two applications had been received and the closing date for receipt of applications was 14 July.


RESOLVED:  noted.

C 3562
Strategy & Forward Planning Group


Members were updated on the Group’s recent meeting, notes of which are appended.   


RESOLVED:  noted.

C 3563
Liaison Meetings with Surrey Police 

Members were updated on the recent meeting.  It was noted that the new Neighbourhood Commander, Andy Rundle, was now in post.  Cllr George updated members on the proposed Horsehills’ drilling, which was to be a standard drill.


RESOLVED:  noted.


Annual Audit for the Year ending 31 March 2014

C 3564
RESOLVED:  that the Unaudited Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2014, the Income & Expenditure Account for 1 April 2013 to 31 March 2014, Reserve Analysis as at 31 March 2014 and other associated documents be approved. (Copies are appended to these minutes.)

C 3565
RESOLVED  that  the Internal Audit Reports for the financial year 2013 – 2014 be received. (Copies are appended to these minutes.)

C 3566
RESOLVED:  that the Accounting Statements (section 1 of the Annual Return) be approved.  (A copy is appended to these minutes.)
C 3567
RESOLVED:  that the Annual Governance Statement (section 2 of the Annual Return) be approved.  (A copy is appended to these minutes.)
C 3568
RESOLVED:  that the Annual Internal Audit Report. (section 4 of the Annual Return) be approved.  (A copy is appended to these minutes.)
C 3569
Open Meeting regarding possible second runway at Gatwick Airport

Members considered aspects of the meeting, which had been arranged to take place at Oakwood School on 18 July.  It was noted that Borough officers would be unable to attend as facilitators, as Reigate & Banstead Borough Council had yet to make any judgement, regarding a possible additional runway at Gatwick.  Cllr George explained that the speakers would have ten minutes each for their presentations, following which those present would be given time to consider topics such as Transport, Housing and Environment, before the meeting concluded with a Question and Answer session.  Attendees would have the opportunity to complete a questionnaire, seeking their views regarding a possible second runway and, following the meeting, the questionnaire would be delivered to all households in Horley with various response options.  (Deadline for responses: 20 October 2014.)  This would then enable the Town Council to take residents’ views into account, when responding to any consultation regarding a possible second runway.

RESOLVED:  noted.
C 3570
“Men of Horley” Memorial Book


The Clerk explained that the Town Council had made an application to the 
Horley Edmonds Community Fund for a grant of £500 towards the cost of 
producing the book, which was to commemorate the lives of all those men 
named on the Horley War Memorial, who had been killed in action during the 
First World War.  He explained that, as the Town Council itself was unable to 
take a decision in this instance, the outcome of the application would be 
determined by the Community Foundation for Surrey.

RESOLVED:  noted.

C 3571
Surrey County Council Pension Fund



The Clerk advised that there were no further updates at the present time.


RESOLVED:  noted.
C 3572
Town Centre Carol Service and Hospitality


RESOLVED:  that this be held on Saturday 13 December 2014.
C 3573
Sponsorship of Newsletter

RESOLVED:  that the Communications Sub-Committee consider how 
local businesses might be invited to place paid advertisements in the 
Town Council’s newsletter.


Letters Received

C 3574
It was noted that Gavin Handford, Corporate Policy and Governance Manager 
at the Borough Council, had advised that he had been appointed Deputy 
Monitoring Officer, taking the lead on any Code of Conduct matters.

RESOLVED:  noted.

C 3575
RESOLVED:  that the request from a local resident to plant a memorial 
rose bush be approved.  (The resident to be informed accordingly.)
C 3576
Diary Dates


RESOLVED: that future events be noted, in particular the “Himalayan Balsam Bashing” days on 5 and 12 July and next year’s Carnival on 20 June 2015!

C 3577
Confidential Business



RESOLVED:  that, “in view of the special or confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be excluded and that they be instructed to withdraw.”
C 3578
Concurrent Functions
CONFIDENTIAL


Members were updated on recent correspondence.

Meeting closed at 9.07 pm.  

Date of next meeting: 2 September 2014    

Ordinary Meeting, 24 June 2014
CONFIDENTIAL

C 3578
Concurrent Functions



Members were advised that a draft legal agreement had been received from the Borough Council, which appeared to suggest that the Borough would pay the Town Council £30,000 per annum, rather than the £40,000 agreed at the previous meeting.  Cllr Sherwin was adamant that the agreement did not reflect what had been agreed at the meeting.


RESOLVED:  that a letter be sent to the Borough Council’s Finance Manager, requesting that the matter be reviewed as a matter of urgency.  (A copy is appended.)
